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BRT, What Is Bus Rapid Transit?

With the Federal Transportation Authority's (FTA) long waiting list for costly, news rail projects,
and traffic congestion cantinuing to grows in metropolitan areas throughout the country, transit
operators are being advised to consider an innovative alternative — Bus Hapid Transit.
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Bus Fapid Transit at Station in Brazil

BRT would give priority treatment to buses on urban roadways and would be expected to
include some or all of the following features: Exclusive rights of way such as dedicated bus
lanes, stations instead of stops, platform rather than curb loading, higher operating speeds,
shortened headways, expedited fare collection, real-time passenger information, even maore
attractive wehicles are all part of the concept. A BRET system also combines fnfeligent
Transporiation Systerns (IT'5) technology, priority for transit, cleaner and quieter vehicles, and
integration with land use policy. TS collects real-time data transmitted from wehicles, using
Global Positioning System satelltes, TS can track precisely bus locations, enahbling the
cammand center to respond to changing route conditions. TS can also transmit real-time
information to digital message boards and smart kiosks stations.

The resulting service, now being packaged as Bus Fapid Transit, or ERT, promises to bring

faster, cheaper relief to some of the nation's busiest, most densely populated corridors.
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